




















PoLicy MATTERS

FrRAMEWORK HOMELESS AcTION PLAN
FOR THE DuBLIN REGION 2010 - 2013

The Framework Homeless Action Plan for the Dublin
Region 2010-2013 was adopted earlier this year by
Fingal County Council, South Dublin County Council,
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and Dublin
City Council (lead authority). The new Dublin
Homelessness Consultative Forum and Management
Group have developed the statutory homeless action
plan, which sets out the strategic approach to be
implemented in the Dublin region, building on the
considerable progress that has been made in
responding to long-term homelessness and the need
for people to sleep rough.

The role of the Forum is to provide a consultative
mechanism in relation to homelessness and the
Management Group comprised statutory officials with
the primary responsibility for the plan and for
making recommendations to relevant statutory bodies
on homeless services including funding.

Due to the legal obligations from the Housing
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, all local
authorities now have a pivotal role to play in
ensuring a multi-agency and collaborative approach
by way of the development and implementation of
actions designed to prevent homelessness and ensure
adequate responses where it does occur.

The Dublin directions apply up to 31 December 2010
to avoid any affect on the operation of the current
Homeless Agency Partnership structure both in rela-
tion to its ongoing coordination and

promotion of homeless services and the important
reconfiguration of homeless services in Dublin (See
page 2 and 3) which is currently in progress.

Post 2010, the role of the Homeless Agency in
relation to homeless services in the Dublin Area will,
in effect be carried on by the Statutory Forum and
Management Group.

The Pathway to Home document, which was drawn up
following the major evaluation of services and review
of finances and sets out a model or blueprint for
homeless services provides an important platform for
the formulation of the statutory plan.

The overall approach of the Framework Homeless
Action Plan for the Dublin Region 2010-2013 is to
build on the progress that has been made towards
acheiving the Homeless Agency Partnership 2010
vision of eliminating the need to sleep rough and
ensuring that no-one spends more than six months in
temporary homeless accommodation.



SEMINARS

HoMELESs PoLicies EUROPE

Dr. Eoin O’Sullivan, Trinity College Dublin will be
discussing lessons from research on aspects of
homelessness in the EU conducted over the past 20

years on Friday February 11th from 1.00-2.30pm.

This talk will be hosted by Focus Ireland and will
take place in The Chapel, George’s Hill, Halston
St, Dublin 7.

Dr O’Sullivan’s presentation will draw on a

recent publication by the European Observatory
on Homelessness, ‘Homelessness and Homeless
Policies in Europe: Lessons from Research’, pre-
pared for the EU Consensus Conference on Home-
lessness which took place in December 2010.

Eoin is a senior lecturer in social policy at Trinity
College Dublin’s School of Social Work and Social
Policy. Eoin’s research areas of interest include:
housing policy, homelessness, comparative penal
policy, comparative welfare states and history

of Irish social policy. Eoin is co-author of Lives in
Crisis: Homeless Young People in Dublin (2007)
and Young Homeless People’s Homeless Pathways
(2008), and is the lead editor for the European
Observatory on Homelessness, which carries out
transnational research on homelessness and
housing exclusion.

If you would like to attend this event please RSVP
by contacting Sinead at 01-8815958
or smcginley @focusireland.ie

(Parking is available in the Dublin City Council car
park on Little Mary Street, across the road from
George’s Hill School and directly across from
Fyffes).

YoutH PoLicy CONFERENCE

Focus Ireland will hold a full day Youth
Homelessness Conference in Dublin Castle on
Wednesday 2nd March, 2011 in Bedford Hall,
Dublin Castle. Registration will take place at 9am
and conference at 9:30am.

This important event will be opened by the
Minister for Children, Mr. Barry Andrews, T.D., and
will also feature a number of national

and international speakers.

One of the key themes of the conference will be to
review the impact of the current youth homeless-
ness strategy and to pose the question: “Is it now
time for a new strategy?”

For more information visit www.focusireland.ie




