














P O L I C Y  m at t e r s

      13

OIREAC h TAS R EpORT

At the last session of the Oireachtas in 2009, the 
Minister of State at the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 
Michael Finneran reported on the progress of ‘The 
Way Home: A Strategy to Address Adult Homelessness 
in Ireland 2008 – 2013’.

N ATIONAL  H OMELESS STRATEGY

Mr Finneran reported that a major reconfiguration of 
homeless services in Dublin was in progress, in 
accordance with  the ‘Pathway to Home’ model 
developed following a comprehensive evaluation of 
services.  Approval had been given for the 
development of a new national homeless services 
shared client database.  A new scheme of 
mainstream housing and supports to help people in 
homeless facilities to progress to independent 
living had been launched.  

CASE M ANAGEMENT

The Minister also reported that a case management 
approach to address the needs of homeless people 
was under consideration. A progress report on the 
implementation of a case management approach in 
Dublin homeless services in Dublin has recently been 
completed, outlining a series of measures to promote 
a case managment approach including a holistic 

needs assessment, agency 
protocols, training and a case management 
guidebook. His department and the cross 
departmental team on homelessnes are currently 
assessing the progress made under the case         
management approach for its wider application 
outside Dublin.

H OUSING  STRATEGY  FOR PEOpLE

W IT h D ISABILITIES

The development of a national housing strategy for 
people with disabilities is due to be published in the 
first quarter of 2010.

N EW LAW  A GAINST  BEGGING

New legislation on begging is now at an advanced 
stage and will be brought before government in 
2010 for approval to publish. The new law would 
define the offence begging and could provide the 
Gardai with new powers to direct a begging person 
to move away.



This month we met with Dawn Russell who is a 
key worker in the Ana Liffey Drug Project (ALDP). 
Dawn was originally hired as a homelessness and 
drug key worker as part of a Homeless Agency 
Pilot to establish the barriers that people who 
were homeless and drug users were experienc-
ing. After the 18 month pilot finished, Dawn was 
offered a full-time position as a key worker with 
Ana Liffey and hasn’t looked back since.

Dawn completed a social care degree in DIT and 
Ana Liffey was her first job straight from college.
Three years later, she is still very happy and has 
no ideas to move.  During her degree, she had the 
opportunity to work with Merchants Quay Ireland. 
This opportunity helped her make the final 
decision to work in addiction services. 

The Ana Liffey Drug Project is a ‘Low Threshold - 
Harm Reduction’ service based in North Inner City
Dublin. The project works with people 
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experiencing addiction, to minimise the harm that 
problematic drug use causes them, their families 
and the wider community.

Dawn emphasised how Ana Liffey meet clients 
wherever they are at. ‘We never disengage with 
clients. We meet them either through the drop-in 
services or else we provide outreach to clients who 
choose not to attend the service’.

Dawn is also involved with the peer support 
group. This group enables active drug users to 
spread harm reduction messages throughout the 
drug using community. The programme is set out 
over an eight week period and involves two 
morning sessions a week - Tuesday and Friday. 
The sessions include group work, outside speakers 
and talks from staff members on key drug issues. 
The course recognises the reality of the lifestyles 
of people who actively use drugs. Dawn said, ‘A 
lot of myths can exist about drug use and the peer 
group enables clients to dissolve them. We want to 
empower our clients with the truth. Then, they can 
make their own choices’.  The peer group also 
informs the project about the change in drug 
trends in Dublin.

For further information please contact ALDP at 
48 Middle Abbey Street, Dublin 1.
Tel: 01 878 6899
Email: info@aldp.ie
Web: www.aldp.ie

 


